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County Economic Power Rankings (State of California): In the 
last 120 days we received an avalanche of requests focusing on where 
questions; specifically, where are the hot, warm, tepid, cool and cold 
submarkets of the future?  To illustrate how we go about forecasting the 
current and/or forecasted economic potential of geographic submarkets, 
we decided to reveal one of the myriad components of our process: 
Competitive Analytics' proprietary TPSI Ranking of all 58 California 
counties.

Santa Clara ranks #1 with a TPSI of 355.7 followed very closely by 
#2 Marin (351.2), #3 Orange (346.6), #4 San Mateo (342.4) and #5 
Placer (337.8).  The TPSI is our "1000 Point Strength Index" and is the 
most comprehensive and precise market measurement tool of its kind.  
500.0 is benchmarked as the mathematical stabilized equilibrium and 
figures above or below 500.0 reflect relative strength or weakness, 
respectively.  In terms of overall current economic power, all 58 counties 
scored below the stabilized equilibrium benchmark of 500.0 (obviously).

About the following two tables: For a description of column 
headers, please scroll down below Table II.  Our Top 5 reflects counties 
that realized the highest of a positive metric (e.g. higher Job Growth 
translates into a higher ranking) or realized the lowest of a negative 
metric (e.g. lower Foreclosures Per 1000 Households translates into a 
higher ranking).  The two tables below illustrate only 15 indicators of 
the 500+ we typically apply when analyzing and forecasting one or more 
geo-submarkets.

Questions? If you have any questions or comments regarding the 
following two tables or require comparative geographic analytics and 
forecasts on a more granular level (i.e. City, ZIP, Tract, Block, Radii, or 
Polygon) by any specific metric that is vital to your organization (e.g. 
home prices, sales, demand by product type) please email or call me at 
dss@CompetitiveAnalytics.com or 949 697 9977.  The TPSI has the 
ability to track and forecast over 2,800 market indicators we filter, 
cleanse, analyze and forecast on a monthly basis and capable of in-
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depth analysis, forecasting, and dynamic what-if analysis of macro 
economies, industries, organizations, product types, services, and 
competitive geographic market areas.

Table I - Summary Rankings of 58 California 
Counties - Top 5 and Bottom 5
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Table II - Preliminary TPSI Ranking of 58 
California Counties



Click here for a complimentary 11X17 PDF of this table.
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KEY
01. TPSI  = 1000 Point Strength Index and is the most comprehensive and precise market 
measurement tool of its kind.  500.0 is benchmarked as the mathematical stabilized 
equilibrium; historical figures and forecasts above or below 500.0 reflect relative strength or 
weakness, respectively.  The TPSI has the ability to track and forecast over 2,800 market 
indicators and capable of in-depth analysis, forecasting, and dynamic what-if analysis of 
macro economies, industries, organizations, product types, services, and competitive 
geographic market areas. Click here for an example.
02. Frclsr/1000 HH = Current Foreclosures Per 1000 Households.
03. PopG/Frclsr = Current Year-Over-Year Population Growth Per Foreclosure.
04. Retail $/HH = Retail Sales Per Household.
05. Higher Edu Less Poverty = Percentage of Population with a Bachelors Degree and/or 
Advanced Degree LESS Poverty Rate.
06. API >< 750 = Academic Performance Index Above or Below a 750.0 Benchmark.
07. Higher Edu/Square Mile = Percentage of Population with a Bachelors Degree Per 
Square Mile.
08. Job Growth = Current Year-Over-Year Non-Farm Employment Growth.
09. Labor Force 10 Yr G = Labor Force Growth Over Prior 10 Years.
10. Households 10 Yr G = Household Formation Over Prior 10 Years.
11. Labor Force/Households = Labor Growth Per Household Formation Over Prior 10 
Years.
12. Unemploy Percent = Current Unemployment Percentage.
13. Change in UE% = 24 Month Change in Unemployment Percentage.
14. TPSI 2010 f = Preliminary 2Q2010 Forecast for 1000 Point Strength Index.
15. UE%+Poverty% = Unemployment Rate + Poverty Rate.
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